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Fal l  2025 NEWSLETTER 

Dear Parishioners, 
  
As we prepare to enter into the next phase of Partners in the Gospel we begin our planning for the 
changes of 'Who We Want to Become' when we become one Canonical Parish. Our work, our focus 
is one of proclaiming the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the salvation of souls. As we 
turn our eyes toward this next part of the process it is important that you know about the feedback 
we received in the first stage: òWho are we?ó 
 
When you read through this newsletter you will see feedback which summarizes the feedback that 
was given to us during the first stage. You will also see a section which highlights some of the 
misconceptions we discovered during our first listening sessions. You will find events which have 
taken place over the past number of months which have highlighted our parish family getting to 
know one another while we journey, learn, collaborate, and celebrate together as a family of faith in 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Finally,  you will learn what the next questions are focusing on, for our next 
stage: òWho do we want to become?ó. 
 
I canõt emphasize enough the importance of plugging into this process. And am reminded of how 
things cannot remain as they are. Over this past year, I have noticed there is substantially less time 
and energy for me to spend with families who are mourning, couples preparing for marriage, staff 
members, visiting parishioners, availability to ministries and groups, in the school, and the Hispanic 
Community. A lack of being constantly present at weekend Masses has also diminished our 
communication which would encourage participation in events and ministries. As Iõve had 
conversations with priest in parish families throughout the archdiocese, they are encountering the 
same struggle. I have been a part of clusters of parishes in the past and have witnessed how 
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LETTER FROM OUR PASTOR CONTINUED 

communities begin dying when they are simply clustered together. This process is not one of 
clustering, but of change for us in our parish family. A change which can be positive and breathe 
new life into our parish family, but only if we embrace the work ahead of us and roll up our sleeves 
together.  
 
This work is meant to free us for evangelizing, not bind us to duplicate meetings and programs and 
overextend the priests, staff, volunteers, and resources we have. It is pruning that brings about new 
life in the springtime, which is precisely what the last number of popes have called for in the Church. 
A new springtime. We can bring about this new springtime if we open ourselves to the way in which 
the Holy Spirit is moving us. It will take sacrifice on all of our parts and being intentional about our 
life of faith and our parishes. However, with sacrifice and intentionality comes new growth and life! 
 

In the peace of Christ, 

Fr. Wichert 

Prayer for Partners in the Gospel 

Prayer Gracious God, we praise and thank you for the Catholic Church in Western Washington. 

We praise and thank you for the women and men who have shared the joy of the Gospel here 

for more than 170 years. Send your Holy Spirit upon us that we might encounter your Son anew 

and become more effective partners in sharing the Good News of his saving love. May our 

partnership in the Gospel empower us to be your missionary disciples, bringing the Good News 

to all, especially to those who are marginalized or hurting in any way. Give us the courage, the 

flexibility and the vision to renew parish life, so that the good work, begun long ago, may 

continue among us, and one day, be brought to completion in your Kingdom, where you live  

and reign for ever and ever. Amen.  

In August, the Knights of Columbus hosted a lively Tropical Night at their Bothell Hall. The event, 

which had hula dancing and Hawaiian dishes, drew such a crowd that some guests enjoyed the 

summer sunshine from seats outside!  

OUR PARISH FAMILY IN COMMUNITY 

Tropical Night at the Knights Hall 
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Father Lawrence Lew Visits St. Teresa 

In times when hope fades, the Rosary has been Godõs instrument of hope, guiding souls to salvation, 
deeper friendship with Jesus, and a closer walk with God. 
 
On July 17 we were honored to host Father Lawrence Lew at St. Teresa of Calcutta for a Mass and an 

awe inspiring talk on the Rosary. The event was titled òUnder Maryõs Mantle of Hope, the Path to a 

Deeper Friendship with Christ. For those of us who attended, Father Lew, the Promoter General of 

the Holy Rosary, who came to us all the way from the Marian Shrine in London England, gave us a 

grace-filled opportunity to deepen our love and devotion to the Rosary and our Mother Mary.   

Following the Mass and Father Lewõs presentation, there was really well attended reception where 

Father Lew fielded questions for over an hour on the Rosary and his own conversion to Catholicism.   

It was truly a special event. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO NOTE 

¶ September 28th after the St. Brendan 8AM and 10AM Masses: Knights of Columbus pancake 

breakfast. 

¶ October 8th at 6:30PM: Partners in the Gospel Listening Session at St. Teresa. 

¶ October 18th at 9:30AM: Partners in the Gospel Listening Session at St. Brendan.  

¶ October 26th at 4PM: Speaker Jason Evert combining Purified and Gender & The Theology of 

Your Body at St. Brendan. 

¶ CYO Basketball Registration is NOW open! Games start Nov. 8th. Visit www.teamsideline.com/

sites/seattlecyo/current-programs  

PARISH STEWARDSHIP 

Time. Talent. Treasure. 
Every personõs finances and family situation is different. 
Jesus makes it clear that it matters not how much one 
gives, but that it is planned, calculated, at least some-
what sacrificial (see Luke 24:1-4), and not simply from 
what is òleftoveró at the end of the month.  
You can give online at https://pushpay.com/g/
saintbrendan (STB) or at https://pushpay.com/g/
saintteresacalcutta (STOC) or scan the QR Codes.  St. Brendan St. Teresa 
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OUR PARISH FAMILY IN COMMUNITY 

The Annual St. Brendan & St. Teresa School & Parish Picnics 
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WOMENS GROUP  

The women of our parish family came together to hear guest speaker, Father Zikodi, talk about the 
role of women in the world as Mothers, Grandmothers, Aunts, Spiritual Mothers, etc. And the 
importance of his Mother in his vocation journey. 

MENS BBB SEAFOOD BOIL 
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SUMMER PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY 

Our parish family pilgrimage to Italy included 37 
parishioners from both St. Brendan and St. Teresa, as 
well as 4 from Cultivating Catholics, a social media 
presence focusing on parents teaching the faith to 
children. Samantha and Mark, parents to 7 children, 
are the ones who run Cultivating Catholics joined us 
and helped to plan the pilgrimage together with 
Trinity Tours.  
 
Our pilgrimage was amazing, tiring, exhilarating, 
prayerful, full, and fun! It was great getting to know 
the pilgrims better, praying together, walking 
together through Holy Doors, experiencing the 
beauty of Italy and of our Catholic Faith. We 
experienced Sorrento, Positano, Amalfi, Capri, 
Pompeii, San Giovanni Rotondo, Monte SantõAngelo, 
Manoppello, Lanciano, and finally Rome. As we 
traveled to all those places, we celebrated Mass 
together daily, visited beautiful churches and 
countryside, and grew in our understanding of our 
faith, the saints, and history. I carried the prayers you 
wrote with me, and carried you in my prayers and 
heart as we walked through Holy Doors and visited 
the places, often times, where saints walked and 
lived.  
 
It was especially amazing to be able to spend time in 
prayer where so many of the saints have lived and 
are buried. And to celebrate Mass as a priest in those 
places with our parishioners, worshipping God, 
especially Mass in St. Peterõs Basilica, I would rank as 
my second most amazing place to celebrate Mass, 
behind only the tomb of Jesus from our pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land almost three years ago.  
 
I was blown away by the òScavi touró as well; this was 
my second time being blessed enough to be able to 
go on that tour. It takes you underneath St. Peterõs 
Basilica in the excavations, which were done in the 
1940s to find the bones of St. Peter which 
Constantine had encased so many centuries before.  
 
The old church where St. Padre Pio lived and worked 
was another highlight for me. It was amazing being 
able to pray there and to be in the place where he 
experienced so many gifts from God. And so many 
others experienced those gifts from God through him 
also. Here are some pictures from our trip.  
 

ñ Fr. Wichert 

*Photo key on page 10 
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